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news release
DE LA GARZA PROVISION ALLOWING TEXAS FLEXIBILITY
IN USING FUNDS FOR COLONIAS APPROVED
AS PART OF EPA FUNDING BILL

For immediate release, Friday, JUly 31, 1992
WASHINGTON -- The State of Texas would be allowed to use up
to $50 million of its allocation of certain Federal environmental
funds to improve wastewater treatment for colonias under a
provision championed by Rep. Kika de la Garza, D-Texas.
The provision, worked out between Rep. de la Garza and the
House Appropriations Committee, was included in H.R. 5679, the
annual appropriations bill for the Environmental Protection
Agency and several other Federal agencies. The appropriations
bill was approved by the House 314-92 on July 29.
"This small change will go a long way in meeting the needs
of our border communities in Texas, and in improving life for the
200,000 colonia residents," Rep. de la Garza said.
"I look forward to working with Governor Richards to ensure
that funds are set aside and used in the most effective manner
possible to facilitate the construction of wastewater facilities
and hook-ups for colonias," he added.
The appropriations bill amends section 205 of the Federal
Water Pollution control Act by giving the Governor of Texas
discretionary authority to set aside up to $50 million in funds
made available for State Revolving Funds and Construction Grants.
These funds could then be used for improving wastewater treatment
for colonias.
Funds could be used for grants or for deposit in a
special revolving loan fund.
Funds could also be used to connect colonia residences to
sewer collection systems and make any necessary plumbing
improvements to enable colonia residents to meet existing county
or city code requirements.
The funding bill now goes to the Senate for action.
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